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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. 81.97 and S1.98 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants hereby 
notify the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office of the following documents for the above-identified 
appHcation. Copies of the non-US documents set forth below and listed on the attached Form 
PTO/SB/08 A, copy of the International Search Report (ISR) and German Examination Reports 
dated September 9, 2004 and November 29, 2005 are provided herewith. 



1 . English absti^ct of JP 1 0 220278 A 

2. DE 197 55 557 CI (English abstract is provided) 

3. US 5,445,210 

4. US 4,794,884 
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5. English abstract of JP 01 157755 A 

6. English abstract of JP 2001-003807 A 

7. English abstract of JP 2000-064902 A 

8. DE 101 53 305 Al (has EngUsh-language equivalent application of US 
2003/0079852 Al hsted as Document 1 1) 

9. DE 101 53 721 B4 (has English-language equivalent application of US 
2003/0085018 Al hsted as Document 12) 

10. DE 198 53 803 CI (has English-language equivalent application of US 6,363,995 
Bl listed as Document 13) 

11. US 2003/0079852 Al 

12. US 2003/008501 8 Al 

13. US 6,363,995 Bl 

Documents 1-5 are cited in the ISR. Documents 6-7 are cited in the German Examination 
Report dated September 9, 2004. Documents 1-2 are also cited in the German Examination 
Report dated November 29, 2005. Documents 8-10 are mentioned in the background of the 
specification of the instant application. Document 1 1 is an English-language equivalent 
application of Document 8. Document 12 is an EngUsh-language equivalent appUcation of 
Document 9. Document 13 is an EngUsh-language equivalent application of Document 10. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
fiUng date of the instant application or before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, therefore no Certification Under 37 C.F.R. §1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §L17(p) is 
required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
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waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
Hsted document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

Apphcants respectfully request that the Usted documents be considered by the Examiner 
and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form PTO/SB/08A 
be retumed in accordance with MPEP §609. 



Date: September 22, 2006 




Akerman Senterfitt (Customer No. 30448) 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Pahn Beach, FL 33401 
Phone: 561-653-5000 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
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Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
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JP 10 220278 A 


08-18-1998 


TOYOTA MOTOR CORP 










DE 197 55 557 C1 


02-04-1999 


VAW alucast GmbH 










JP01 157755 A 


06-21-1989 


MAZDA MOTOR CORP 










JP 200 1-003807 A 


01-09-2001 


HONDA MOTOR CO LTD 








JP 2000-064902 A 


03-03-2000 


TOYOTA MOTOR CORP 










DE 101 53 305 A1 
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DaimlerChrysler AG 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this tiurden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

\fyou need assistance in completing the form, call USOO'PTO-QIQB (1^00-786-91 99) and select option 2. 
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